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Date:  April 21th, 2015   Time: 14:00 / SE 
 
Proposed agenda:  
 

1. Welcome and opening comment by Chairman 
2. Review and approval of previous Board meeting minutes 
3. Actions and matters outstanding since last meeting 
4. Discussion on EDTC 2015 activities 
5. Plans and discussion about the annual meeting in Poland 
6. Any other business? 
7. Next meeting 
 

Those present 
 
Akin Savas Toklu 
Jean Lelievre 
Jørn Ryberg 
Jurg Wendling 
Pasquale Longobardi 
 
Welcome and opening comment by Chairman 
 
The Chairman Jørn Ryberg opened the meeting welcoming the members to the board 
meeting. The proposed agenda was approved as above.  
 
Review and approval of the previous Board meeting minutes 
 

The minutes of previous teleconference Board meeting that was held on 27th January 
2015 was approved by the Board.  
 
Actions and matters outstanding since previous meetings 
 

Akin has noted that registration of EDTC as an nonprofit organization is still an issue, 
and he has suggested that it is better to register EDTC in the country where the bank 
account is active. Thus some unnecessary difficulties in some procedures might be 
prevented. Jörn stated he has learnt form Dutch member that EDTC was registered in 
The Netherland, and never registered or been tried to be registered in an other country. 
He asked from Dutch member to prove documents about registration detail. He 
suggested that having an account in a country and being registered in another country is 
confusing and this situation should be clarified. Jürg took the attention that the 
procedure for transferring bank account from The Netherland took a long time, and he 
added that it might be difficult to do something about the registration of EDTC in 
Holland. Jörn added that the registration of EDTC become more important after the 
meeting with EC, since they would like to see an organization that has official 
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registration.  He noted that he asked Leo Lagarde’s assistance, who lives in Holland to 
solve the issue. Pasquale emphasized the importance of registration with in the relation 
with EC.  
Jörn has noted that financial situation is exactly the same as in the previous Board 
meeting, there is no change in balance (69290.- SEK which is equivalent to 7471 Euro).  
 
Discussion on EDCT 2015 activities 
 
Jörn has summarized the situation and progress about the meeting done with  by EC 
representative from Unit of Health, Safety and Hygiene at Work (HSHW) in Luxembourg 
02.03.2015. He stated that they met the representative together with Dr. Roland Vanden 
Eede, and he expressed his gratitude to Dr. Roland for his excellent job, getting EDCT 
into the EC. It is highlighted by EU that diving is an occupation with risks and they noted 
their concern and willingness to coordinate the activities. For this purpose the 
commission has specific board of work environmental inspectors. These inspectors 
come from each country around Europe and they make annual meetings. He added that 
they made a meeting recently, which lasted 2-3 days, which was well planned and this 
Unit of Health, Safety and Hygiene at Work wanted EDTC take role in a coordinated 
meeting in 2016.  Dr.Roland has suggested being host for this meeting and EDTC could 
arrange a meeting at the same time. Jörn has stated that the officials in EU are aware of 
diving injuries, different accidents, even deaths. And they are highly concern about this 
but they don’t know about how to handle it, since diving is normally operated by mobile 
and small units in all over Europa. There fore they are interested in the documents that 
EDTC recently produced and they wanted us to bring these documents to OIRA (Online 
Interactive Risk Assessment platform). The platform seems not ready yet, and it is more 
like a draft. The contact person of the platform has declared that at the moment there is 
no place for diving, and they do not know how to handle. And the situation might be an 
opportunity for EDTC to approach to EC and take a role in the platform with the 
documents EDCT already produced. Jörn added he was astonished when he noticed that 
the people did know very little about any aspect of diving, at the same time they were 
keen to get any kind of information about diving. They also recognized diving as an 
occupation with high risk, but do not know how to handle it. He suggested it will be good 
if EDCT give them hand to help themselves. They are interested in any aspects of diving 
such as medicine, education, safety, procedures, rules and education. Pasquale noted 
that the situation is better know since it was difficult to take EC’s attentions to 
commercial diving, since they thought the diving community is not so big. All members 
of the board expressed that they were glad about the progress in relation with EC and 
agreed to give any kind of help to go further.  Pasquale and Jürg mentioned about the 
difficulty in collecting data about commercial diving, since the companies tend to keep 
theses information internal. They added that the majority of the data about diving 
accidents currently available is about recreational diving, which doesn’t reflect the facts 
in commercial diving. Jürg has mentioned about a cooperative organization where they 
have some data about commercial diving fatalities. He suggested using this information 
to take the attention of EC for commercial diving accidents. The members agreed that it 
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was not easy to reach data, which can be assessed statistically. Jean mentioned about a 
data, which includes diving fatalities from al over the worlds since 1850’s and he suggest 
using this information. Jean was asked to reach this date and to distribute this 
information to the members. Jörn stated that he, as a chairman, can write a letter to EC, 
noting EDCT has contacted OIRA and informed them about diving accidents and take EC 
attention to commercial diving.                                             
 
Plans and discussion about the annual meeting in Poland 
 
Akin has informed the Board about the next meeting in Poland, stating that the first call 
for EDTC 2015 Meeting was already distributed to all members. The forms for 
registration, nominations and hotel reservation were also distributed. There will be 
elections for two board members, replacing Akin S. Toklu and Jurg Wendling since this 
year they are completing their third year in EDTC Board. He informed the Board that the 
satellite meetings mentioned before would be organized as a separate meetings apart 
from EDTC 2015 Meeting. Akin added that the first announcement also included 
information about 50 Euros annual membership fees, which was decided in previous 
meetings. Jürg has suggested opening a Euro account to make the membership fee 
transfer easy. The Board has decided to declare a deadline for the registration, 
nomination and transferring membership fee in the second announcement.        
 
Any other business 
 
Jørn Ryberg has informed the Board that Jane Bugler is going to leave working in IMCA 
and also will stop being a member in EDTC, in September. It was stated that Jane was 
very successful, cooperative and beneficial being in EDTC. Jane has told Jörn she would 
inform EDTC about the new representative of IMCA in EDTC.     
 
Next meeting 
 
Jørn Ryberg has suggested the date and time of the next Board meeting as at 14:00 SE on 
7th July 2015, and the Board accepted.  
 
 
Report compiled by Akin S. Toklu 
 
 
 


