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Annual meeting in Gdynia—Poland 

EDTC  

as an organisation 
is and has to be 
built upon the 
interest and efforts 
of its members and 
only you, as the 
member-ship, 
together and 
respective can 
make things 
change or happen. 

pro-active members provide 
positive input and have influ-
ence on their own way for-
wards, is the correct way.  

This has attracted very much 
attention all over the diving 
community of Europe and this 
one of many reasons that 
countries that previously has 
showed little interest for the 
common European work within 
EDTC, now is gathering up for 
this good sake. 
 
Providing guidance for the ex-
ecutive board and the annual 
assembly has become of great 
importance and a work group 
has been working to provide 
the “Policy for guidance how to 
co-operate with associations, 
companies and other organiza-
tions” document. 
 
Road map for the future.  
As you all know, the EDTC aims 
to make European professional 
diving safer. And shall seek to 
achieve its aim by, providing 
an independent, European fo-
rum which may make recom-
mendations relating to diving 
safety, diving technology and 
diving medicine. 
 
Further EDTC shall provide a 
place for discussion of matters 
related to manned underwater 
operations and in particular 
techniques of diving, types of 
equipment and their use, to-
gether with medical aspects, 
examinations and arrange-
ments for monitoring the fit-
ness of divers. 
 
Wherever it’s possible, EDTC 
shall recommending harmoni-
zation so that common stan-
dards may be achieved and 
when it’s appropriate,  provide 
advice to governments and 
other organizations who have 
concerns with diving. 

First of all I would like to thank our 
host, Dr Jacek Kot, for arranging 
the meeting at a splendid facility. 
Further I would like to express 
great gratitude to our secretary, Dr 
Akin Toklu for handling all the dif-
ferent documents related to the 
participation of the challenging 
event that the annual meeting 
represents. 
 
The past year 
The past year has been very active 
and the Executive Board has had 
several discussion and meetings by 
using teleconference to enable effi-
ciency and good progress. Further 
the path taken the last few years 
as a more pro-active organization 
has now indeed been giving signs 
of very good progress. 
 
Attention drawn to the EDTC 
The attention that the EDTC has 
drawn during this past year high-
lights the importance of EDTC and 
the combined forces of its mem-
bership.  

As example I would like to reefer 
to some matters: 
 
• The Baltic states has united 

and created an association 
for commercial diving compa-
nies, 

 
• The Spanish Industry has 

joined EDTC and,  
 
• Interest has been directed to 

EDTC from Slovenia, Morocco 
and Egypt, 

 
• DAN Europe is keen to create 

more interactive co-
operation, 

 
• Several organizations repre-

senting different approach for 
education of professional di-
vers has sought co-operation 
with EDTC. 

 
This is due to the road that we 
have taken for the future, where 
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Each European country may 
be represented by a single 
representative from each of 
the following categories: 
Medicine, Industry, Govern-
ment and Trade Unions. 
 
Further, this organization is 
and has to be built upon the 
interest and efforts of its 
members and only you, as 
membership, together and 
respective can make things 
change or happen. 



Change of by-laws 
Since it has been decided that EDTc 
will charge its members with a annual 
fee, the following changes in the by-
laws was decided upon: 
 
Article 8 
1. The Society’s funds will consist 
of: 
 
d. membership fee (CHANGE) 
 
3. The right of signing the As-
sociation (CHANGE) 
The Executive Board of EDTC 
shall constitute itself and appoint 
a vice chairman, secretary and 
treasurer. The chairman is ap-
pointed by the annual assembly. 
The association is signed by the 
chairman or treasurer respec-
tively, or a combination of two 
members of the executive board  
 
Article 9 
d . to pay membership fee 
(CHANGE) 
 
 
Elections  
The fol lowing persons 
where elected: 
• Akin Savas Toklu 
• Chris Sherman 
• Jörn Ryberg 
 
Jörn Ryberg was elected as 
chairman and the board 
constitutes itself otherwise. 

EDTC was invited by the by 
Unit of Health, Safety and Hy-
giene at Work (HSHW) in Lux-
embourg  2015-03-02.  
 
HSHW has given the following 
notes to EDTC;   
 
- the Oil and Gas Producers (OGP) 
Diving Report 411, appendix 3, 
concludes that "many of the fa-
talities could be prevented by 
adopting the simple measures 
contained in the report." 
 
It is clear therefore that the em-
ployer should take the necessary 
steps to comply with the 
"framework" Directive by applying 
the general obligations defined in 
Article 6 of the Directive.  
 
In addition the worker or his rep-
resentative should immediately 
inform the employer of any work 
situation where they have reason-
able grounds for considering it 
represents a serious and immedi-
ate danger to safety and health 
and of any shortcomings on the 
protection arrangements as re-
quired by Article 13 of the Direc-
tive.  
 
The suitability of the specific ar-
rangements could be compared 
against the measures contained in 
the OGP Diving Report. 
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Another key issue related to 
some of the concerned 
workers may stem from an 
inadequate understanding of 
the risks that they are ex-
posed to. There appears to 
be an issue related to edu-
cation where young or inex-
perienced divers are not 
aware of the risks they may 
be subject to I would sug-
gest that EDTC network 
could be exploited with a 
view to raise awareness re-
lated to the hazards in the 
industry and in particular 
those associated with the 
use of SCUBA apparatus in 
all inland inshore construc-
tion diving operations.  
 
Work groups 
As a consequence, it was 
decided that  2 specific 
workgroups shall face this 
situation. 
 
Work group 1 
To update the EDTC guid-
ance document 
"competence standard"  
 
Chaired by: Olav Hauso 
 
Work group 2 
To specifically address EDTC 
to participate during an 
SLIC Machex meeting in 
March 2016, 
 
Chaired by: Jörn Ryberg 

Our host, Dr Jacek Kot                         The assembly                                    The traditional picture 


