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First of all I would 

like to thank Dr Jordi 

Desola, for hosting 

and arranging this 

annual assembly 

meeting. Further I 

would like to express 

great gratitude to 

our secretary, Dr 

Akin Toklu for han-

dling all the different 

documents related 

to the participation 

of this event. 

The past year has 

been very active and 

the Executive Board 

has had several dis-

cussion and meet-

ings by using tele-

conference to enable 

efficiency and good 

progress. Further 

the path take the 

last few years as a 

more pro-active or-

ganisation has now 

indeed been giving 

signs of very good 

progress. 

The previous couple 

of annual meetings 

have showed that 

the members wants 

the organisation to 

provide and that was 

quite clear: 

MORE GUIDENCE 

Such guidance can 

not be provided by a 

small group of peo-

ple such as the 

board, but has to 

come through the 

entire membership. 

As example I would 

like to reefer to 

some really pro-

gressing matters: 

The Baltic states has 

united and created 

an association for 

commercial diving 

companies, 

The Spanish Indus-

try has joined EDTC 

and, 

Interest has been 

directed from Slove-

nia to start their na-

tional association, 

Interest has been 

directed from Mo-

rocco to start their 

national association, 

Interest has been 

directed from Egypt 

to start their na-

tional association. 

The attention that 

the EDTC has drawn 

during this past year 

highlights the impor-

tance of EDTC and 

the combined forces 

of its membership.  

The road that we 

have taken for the 

future, where pro-

active members pro-

vide positive input 

and have influence 

on their own way 

forwards, it the cor-

rect way.  

The guidance docu-

ment for “renewable 

diving” that was re-

alised since last an-

nual meeting, has 

attracted very much 

attention all over the 

diving community of 

Europe and this one 

of many reasons 

that countries that 

previous has showed 

little interest for the 

common European 

work within EDTC, 

now is gathering up 

for this good sake. 

This year 2 different 

work groups has 

been working inten-

sive with their re-

spective topics of 

which was presented 

during the annual 

assembly. 

Providing guidance 

like within the 

“Principles for Har-

monized Diving 

Standards in 

Europe” document, 

corresponds with the 

EDTC overall aim;  

- to be an independ-

ent European forum 

with the overall pur-

pose to get profes-

sional diving safer.  

Being independent 

means that we can 

together revise our 

mutual documents 

and recommenda-

tions at whatever 

speed we want. And 

further we rule them 

by our selves!  

In the further pro-

gress each member 

and their respective 

countries has to 

handle the legisla-

tive part and imple-

mentation of the 

guidance and recom-

mendations into 

their own rules and 

regulations. 
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Workgroup 1—2014 

who presented principles for 

harmonized diving Standards in 

Europe, presented a draft docu-

ment. This enabled the mem-

bership to reflect on what was 

written and said. 

After some a good and creative 

discussions with many different 

views and thoughts, it was de-

cided that each member shall 

summarize these thoughts and-

views within 3 months. Any 

suggestions shall be sent to the 

Elections 

Mr Claus Mayer who has 

served the board of EDTC in a 

skilful way throughout many 

years, was replaced by Mr 

Jean Lelievre from France. 

Mr Jean 

Lelievre 

Chairman of the workgroup, Mr 

Olav Hauso from Norway. 

Workgroup 2 –2014 

who presented frame work of 

EDTC future documents and an 

ongoing effort by EDTC to 

streamline the documents and 

information created by  EDTC 

Members and circulated for Mem-

ber use and Public reference.  

Also here the membership shall 

reflect on the presented draft. 

Any thoughts and views shall be 

presented within 3 months. 

Some matters from  Barcelona Conference 

Further EDTC shall 

provide a place for 

discussion of matters 

related to manned 

underwater opera-

tions and in particu-

lar techniques of div-

ing, types of equip-

ment and their use, 

together with medi-

cal aspects, exami-

nations and arrange-

ments for monitoring 

the fitness of divers. 

Wherever it’s possi-

ble, EDTC shall rec-

ommending har-

monization so that 

common standards 

may be achieved and 

when it’s appropri-

ate, provide advice 

to governments and 

other organisations 

who have concerns 

with diving. 

Membership is open 

to representatives of 

any country within 

the geographical 

area of Europe. Each 

European country 

may be represented 

The topics that 

where provided in 

Oslo in 2012, pro-

vides us with the 

road map for the 

future. Although we 

have to be flexible 

and observant to 

changes that occur. 

Therefore it is im-

portant that we 

carry on with this 

mission and my per-

sonal belief is that 

this is done in the 

most effective way 

in workgroups with 

dedicated members. 

As you all know, the 

EDTC aims to make 

European profes-

sional diving safer. 

And shall seek to 

achieve its aim by, 

providing an inde-

pendent, European 

forum which may 

make recommenda-

tions relating to div-

ing safety, diving 

technology and div-

ing medicine. 

by a single repre-

sentative from each 

of the following 

categories: Medi-

cine, Industry, Gov-

ernment and Trade 

Unions. 

Such representa-

tives will normally 

be nominated by 

their own peer 

group, if such exists 

in that country. 

Further, this organi-

sation is and has to 

be built upon the 

interest and efforts 

of its members and 

only you, as mem-

bership, together 

and respective can 

make things change 

or happen. 

A letter from Chairman, cont.  
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CITY TOUR 

Our host Dr Jordi 

Desola arranged a 

very pleasant tour 

around the city dur-

ing the Saturday. 

Dr Desola is not only 

a well respected hy-

perbaric authority, 

but also a historian. 

The participants was 

guided through both 

the ancient and the 

modern Barcelona 

combined with stun-

ning views from the 

Barcelona mountain 

top. 

After an excellent 

lunch once again our 

host showed some 

skills that no one 

where aware of. 

- he is also excellent 

in street dancing.  

EDTC once again ex-

presses it gratitude. 

RECEPTION 

A proof of the impor-

tance of EDTC within 

Europe and espe-

cially within the 

Catalonian region 

was represented by 

the official reception 

at  the Maritime Mu-

seum of Barcelona. 

The minister of Fish-

ing and Maritime Af-

fairs reflected within 

a long speech about 

the importance of 

EDTC and well edu-

cated divers.  

Further he expressed 

his gratitude 

amongst other 

things, for the good 

aim and sake of 

EDTC, to get profes-

sional diving safer. 

Finally he expressed 

gratitude to our host 

Dr Jordi Desola for 

bringing EDTC to 

Barcelona. 

Other Barcelona events 

group of 2015 shall 

dedicate its work to 

present a draft policy 

for the membership 

at the next annual 

assembly. 

The workgroup con-

sist of the following 

members: 

Murat Egi 

Alan Bax 

Mark van der Esch 

Leo Lagarde 

Morten Kiersing 

Jörn Ryberg 

Workgroup 2015 

This past year has 

showed that one 

thing is more impor-

tant than others re-

lated to what I just 

have been mention-

ing re. EDTC and its 

membership; 

To create a policy 

upon how EDTC shall 

interact with different 

organizations. 

Therefore it was de-

cided that the work-

Economical 

Matters 

To collect the con-

ference fee for the 

Barcelona annual 

assembly, has been 

very challenging an 

took a lot of efforts. 

Therefore it has 

been decided to 

change into a an-

nual fee for mem-

bership for 50  

Euros.  

This will start to ap-

ply during 2015. 

Some matters from  Barcelona Conference, cont. 
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Video from fatal accident 

The assembly was showed a 

video from a accident at a 

offshore wind farm project.  

It was shown that fatal acci-

dent can occur on very shal-

low waters and this diver 

was killed just below the 

surface due to several cir-

cumstances.  

This created discussion and 

there was a consensus that 

EDTC shall do whatever they 

can to avoid this to happen 

in the future by giving as 

good advise and guidance as 

possible. 
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